
Addressing Climate Change 
and Sustainability

Interior Heath, B.C.

Canadian Health Leadership Network
May 2, 2024



2



Priorities for British Columbia



Interior Health Direction



New Strategic Priority 2024-27



IH Climate Change and Sustainability Roadmap
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• Sets 5-yr direction and details plans to embed 
health-focused sustainability and climate 
change action across organization.

• Officially released in October 2023 – 1st health 
authority in B.C.

• Informed by three roles of health authority.
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Community-Focused Actions



Medical Health 
Officer Report



Climate Action: Community Stories



Climate Action: Multiple Benefits for Individuals and Communities

City of Fernie – Annex Neighbourhood Active 
Transportation and Flood Mitigation Project



MHO Report Recommendations
Interior Health Community Partners Provincial Partners

• Fulfill commitments in the​ IH 
Indigenous Health and Wellness 
Strategy 2022-2026 and the Métis 
Nation BC-Interior Health Métis 
Health and Wellness Plan ​2024-
2028

• Implement the actions 
within the IH Climate Change 
and Sustainability Roadmap 2023-
2028

• Apply lessons from past climate-
related events

• Create and endorse policies 
and programs that promote the co-
benefits of health system action on 
climate change​

• Support Indigenous-led actions

• Partner with IH on climate change 
and health vulnerability and 
adaptation assessments

• Work in partnership with IH 
and other partners on heat, 
cold, flooding, drought, wildfire 
and smoke preparedness 
and response

• Endorse policies and 
programs that build on community 
assets and promote the co-benefits 
of climate action on health 
and well-being​

• Centre discussions in alignment 
with Indigenous perspectives and 
voices

• Align vision and goals on climate 
change across provincial ministries

• Strengthen provincial climate 
change and health governance 
structures and provide effective 
support for community-level 
actions

• Ensure equitable allocation of 
resources to communities that are 
most impacted by climate change

• Coordinate health assessments 
and surveillance in relation to 
climate change and health



Supporting Community Action

• Working with Indigenous communities and local government to 
prepare and adapt to climate change



Climate Change and Health Vulnerability 
Adaptation Assessments

Defining 
Vulnerability



Seasonal Readiness & Response
• Provincial Guidance

• Ministry of Emergency 
Management and 
Climate Readiness

• BC HEAT Committee
oBC Heat Alert 

Response System
oCold Weather Guidance

• Preparing IH sites/programs
• IH Seasonal Readiness 

Committee



Experiences from Jan 2024 Cold Weather

• Conducted scan of IH communities to 
prioritize based on vulnerability
oConsidered winter preparedness plans, 

shelter capacity, # persons experiencing 
homelessness

• IH teams met with community partners

• Developed IH Cold Weather Comms Plan
oWebsite, social media, internal and 

external memos sent

• Regular meetings of IH Seasonal 
Readiness Committee
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